[Separation of reb blood cells in the isopyknic dextran and albumin density gradient].
The separation of red blood cells according to their maturity and age was compared in the isopyknic dextran and albumin density gradients, and the quality of separation was appraised by selected criteria (density distribution curves, accumulation of reticulocytes, activity of G-6-PD). The achieved quality of separation, as measured by the quotient of G-6-PD activity in the cells of lower density/G-6-PD activity in cells of higher density is of equal value in the two media. In the dextran gradient, separation of old cells seems to be accomplished more readily, while albumin affords better separation of young erythrocytes. The reticulocytes are in both media 4-5 mg/ml lighter than the total cell population. When shifting pH from 7.4 to 6.8 both in erythrocytes and reticulocytes the density decreases by 3-6 mg/ml irrespective of the type and pretreatment of the separation medium.